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#* ww | How long ae yee halt betwees exo Opinions. 1 Kings 1. 2% 
YEE Should not the multitude ef words be anſwered? and ſhould a 
| Man full of Talk be juſtified? Job 11, 2. 
' Then canft not bear them which are er i, ans then haſt tried 
them which boaſt themſelves ts ve «-- a ans arc not, ana 
hat ſound them Lyars.Rev. 2 


Printed In the Year 1671, 
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are ppaRngagang 
F: T © 
Mr. RICHARD BAXTER, 
Health, Peace, and a Sound Mind. 


SIR, 

Perceive you take it for granted ( without any par- 

"ticular enquiring from my ſelf about it) that 1 

wrote thoſe juſt and weighty exceptions, which 

were lately publiſhed againſt your(Pretended and 
Palliated)) Cure of Church Diviſions ; and not- 
withſtanding any neceſſary Sharpneſs which | was 

forced to uſe in that ſeaſonable Antidote, yer 1 find you Rill 
are pleaſed tocall me Brother, which is a Civility | ſhould 
have thanked you for, had the reſt of your ſtile been an- 
fwerable to the mildneſs of that expreſſion z but ſince you 
take that Unbecoming liberty, as to revile when you ſhould 
repent, and inſtead of Confeſſing and Forſaking your Errors, 
charge me with crimes, which | bleſs God I dare ,not allow 
in my Words, (much leſs in my Wrizngs which are more 
deliberate.') This makes me fuſpe& that your Pretence of 
Friendſp, and allowing me the title of Brother, was only 
done With the ſame delign, that Foab had when he thus ſa- 
luted e-fmaza, to make the Sword in your right Hand 
to be the leſs obſerved, and my wound thereby the more 
deadly and unavoidabley ſo thartiH my Truth and Innocence 
be cleared, and your Repentance (for wronging me in 
both) manifeſted, it will be a Favour if you look upon me 
43 one, who neither defires, nor (if you believe what your 
ſelf hath-writ) Deſerves, any ſuch expreſſions of your fami- 
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To ſhew how much you are for the «id dle- way (tha 
is5n. other 'wotds;neither-to -be«Zag nor Cold, or.neigher to 
be xt ogertref for Tyzth nor altogerber for £7767; but 16 
hang, Lacdiceg like, in a Lukewayits and? Neutral wighſfeyence 
between both? you have taken paihs to find out”a Matte 
name, between a Aiſtakg and 4 which you wittily call 
an wntrath , and this you Art pleaſed to charge vpon me, 
as a very ſoft word, and one thar | would not be offended 
wth : But Sir; thus frothy Fomp'om-h6 might have been 
fpared; for hope you are nof tofearf” that e&veyy wnerinh 
is a lye( lobpy. 62. 2. 21) and you needed not have been ſo 
ſcrupulon8'of fpedkirigy ouribougtty trSeriphirerlapguages 
but this I ovght not to wonder ar, lince you are not afraid 
to dethrone the Scripture from being a Perfett Rule, (a)and 
therefore would manifeſt by this Invention, that- you 
thovghr it not ſufficient 'ro- reach , us the: righr; wagyof 
ſpeaking; and ſo was not 'a Perfect Rule of gocd ma 
nerd 000% (LOG IG hy 1 9764 
But leaving-your Phraſe, I rather chuſe to-'ſpeak unr(8 
Thing you mean by-ir, and whether] have:been lo guil 
ro wrong you, either by a eiſtake, or a Lye, or an% 
truth; or whatſoever fine: word [elſe you plcafe; to uſe, re- 
mains-now to be ex1mined, /in this brief review and defence 
of ſome of the principil Exceptzons, that I have already 
neg againſt you, uponthe-clearing of which, the! whole 
cavſe;thar is in controvyertie between us; will depend. 
Myfi ſt Exc: ption was, That the whole deſign of your Book 
was to make yeur Brethren (that baye not your: atizude, and 
cannorreach the ſabiilry of your Diſtinftions) Odin: This 
you tell me, is a'Fundamental Untruth, which animates all. 
the reſt. for #1 was not your Deſign at all: Truly Sir, 1.am 
ſo unwillirg co charge either you, or any-elſe, with. more 
then. | haye grounds to think is/jultly yoar due, that ] would 
gladiyaake your word in this! matter,: and ſo paſs it over; 
bur+kope you will par forme 3t 1; cannot; becaule, Firſt, 
Many bundredsat: fobenznmpartial, and-unbiafled perſons; 
have carefully rcad your: Book,as''well 'as | my ſelf, and 
they ali make the ſame judgment. of it 5; and Z think in rea- 
ſon,.:hat is .to-be efteemed the defigaf-4;Kook, whatever Was 
the ſecret and unkngy7n yntention of the ricer, which; phe 
f words. 


3 ky 
wordsithemſclves, and the manner of weicing(vithoutiany: 
ſtreining)do offer unto-every-ſerious and idquildiize Reader; 
Secondly; This yfehath alteady; been :made>of your: Book; 
to; render; ſvelvcas cannon Gonform ©: mock caone £crimmmral 
then cfare, inithat yaur Namgand!COntdiis urged agaipfh 
them 3-And :4hjs not ghly madifodurſe babrmady,ohutby:s 
late: Authdsdn Print, wh @quorey yolriBodk to:juſtific his 
Treatiſe;:agaidſh/Tgſerationt Thirdly, rinyourvery* next 


Paragraph, Gabd Skewiſe clſewherelinshizlaſt Book): (4); (5) Pag. 2. 
Yau call\Seperins arcryipgidin, reyabtoeryrag fn; addioy Þ- 7: Part 
vple: 95 pro infingate 19harall :thagitigmens, lethighin: ;Þ O55 


this Nation weide gather feel or:fear,: werfiron be hanged up- 
on ſeparation 'as wwe priincipatprocaring$auſe; ' Prayibuycon- 
lider.this, ani:thentellme, what'can make: your Brethren 
more O44; and more. expoſe 'thtm to.uhe peoples! fury, 
and to-the;Rulers Revenge henthusromake:them the Can 
fes-of the; Nations: Galamaty: + (36. mn fepatratihy: fromthe 


publick. Forms:ot Worſbip'( which we there fore /acconnt files - 


becayie God hath not commanded ther) our (in is Tor great, 
tharghe place where; we live carnot «be: held -Enocenty -but 
mult ſeftcr from, the Hard of Ged. for: our: fakes, we-are 
ce:$2inly a, ,peaple whodelerve.to. be: hated! of | all; jand-the 
Confiſtarions ,lutepriſenments;rund Deaths, which ſome of us 
have alseady.: felr. and poliibly may::yer remain in- greater 
extremity. to-.be,gur. portion) are-no longer to be bewailed 
and grieved for a$Perſecutions of the Innocent, but rather 
to be rejoyced and gloried in, as due puniſhments of, -N axious 
Offenders, ;.ſo-rhat; exher:you' mult retraft and;blot,, ſuch 
paſlages our vb ygur.Book {andithereby - teſtifie) your Re-- 
Pentance obtheey. Or:WE; are confident; both: Godant whe 
Wcrld will juſkifie., us, if we ſtill-retain our Opinion oft 
the ill meant and unworthy delign. of your Book a- 
gUnit:Þ6e.;;- £4 040) 510248 (15 ES go bo cot 

: Cour next attempriis:49-free.your;ſelf, from being looked: 
ypon as..42 Earnefhi aud Ative dnſirument inthe late; Warr ; 
L mean (lince. you-preſs. me to ſpeak plainly) ##:#he Parlia« 
ment's War againſt the King: 1 ſaid, It kecame net-you tomens 


\ >» 


tion with ſe,much Bitterneſs what wes 4ben done,, becauſe you 6 ) 


Pas, zj 
O, IT, 


were 66 ghalgy of; ſtirring. up ard fam enting: $H4t noarr;; #', 1,0.261- 
«n};026, nA urs INF WSAErIOY exud-Sood i 
ul hurt much. 
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mouck::of young aLoyelty, and;;cemi t6 be. greatly '0ffended 
thar ſuch-a thing ſhould be/charged upon you, and; 1 ' am 
again'reprogched weh TUriermeb (tor it; 'Sirg Lam not. wil. 
ling s0-3ake' up former matters} nor:do Latiall delight: to 
Expoſe your wwniouthe. ſcorn: of your enemies, -and10'the 
pity-of your driendsd bur-Loannot belp ir 4 ou thave cons: 
fidently made the challenge; and will 'not be'brhoiding to 
ant «> mare 4 bur ſtand 'vpon your I-mecence, and 
| therefore you muſt. endure. what follows. --1 muſt, confeſs 
#14 -\ -: pourbbold and vefolocredifcluiming 'any Givincſc in that 
© *'".. marry did ſo. muchi{itagger me; 'thut I began to -queſtion the 
_erathgfiall they iReporgs' thac 1-hud heard: y but -your 
ew books {which:l have finceread) do fo fully prove my 
charge; that nothing but your hopes that all is Forgorters 
2s well as. pardoned, + which is paſt, could ever ecmbolden 
you oo peremprtory tenyad fi Whur Sir, were not 'you'4s 
efiiimur.ingbar War, as any * when, m your Holy Gormmons, 
(4) p:486; wealth (dy youxeilus,T hat, when you engaged: in the Pay-, 
liamunrts war agamit rhe Xing," Tow thought br the greateſt 
. aut ward ſervice that ever you performed to God z And, That. 
. you envwnraged muny' thouſands to it. *And, that, Though 
many things fell:out 'orhvrwiſe 'then you wpefted, yet you 
wers;ſo fur from ropenting of what you-uad dune, that did the 
| femeviromnſiagces oocurte; you' would oo it agmn, or elſe ou 
| fbouldbr guilty of Treaſon or D:ſloyalty againſt the Sove- 
 #aigh power ef thr Land, ard of pefaleleſ to the' Common-. 
; ed, 6; panting le th ot oartnggy we 
"Can you-read Sir theſe paſſages; and fill deny, that with 
. yoor atmoſtmduſtry you did promote: the War? or can 
you think you'dedlt-auprightly ' in bhaining thoſe, who did 
muchleſsrhen you;thovgh they have (inte duffered more ? 
- and becauſe you declaig t6 much againſt-the changes whick 
: followed upon the War, and ask:me, (who had nothing -at. 
al to da with it) tiahy malicious ant toſnaring queſtions a- 
. boot theme Bhis: Haadſd raliiyou forti'ns firrte! become 'you' 
as the'orbier's (for how nyo, with Why appearance of in- 
regriy, reproach orhers or Changing) the Government, 
©, - when, (m yout weitingyy: you'do. highly _ of that, 
-+.5 1 Whichiwas rhe worſt»purriofehie Charye, rhefſerting up bf 
ro Guowbline be PPoteGbur?  owhintcis this eMC but tory = 
19:8 loudly 


\ 


3 
topdly againſt the Treſor, and. yet to-hvgg anda embrace” 
the Traytonr ? For you greatly commend that abſurd y9a], 
The. Humble Pttitien and Ativige, (which:was Gromweſſs 1n- 
ftirumant of Government) And you FN A-mart'ex- 
cellent Law hath not been mane: for the happineſs of England, 
concerning Parliaments, at leaſt ſince:the Reformation ,, And 
of Cromweil himſelf (though he dyed- in bis-{inful uſur- 
pation, without manifeſting any Repentance) - you give this 
Saint-like CharaRter, in y:our Preface to the Army, The late 


Protettor did prudemtly, Piouſly, fait bfully ' (to his immortal. : + 


honour, how ll ſoever = uſed him) exerciſe the-Govermnent. 
Sir, could you ſay al 


this of him «ben, >and dop, youi think *" 


your moſt partial friends can juſtifie you:now, when you ' 


compare bim to the Tyrant Maximys, and\ make him in 
cf to be nothing. elle but a- G12 Blurderous nnd a Blogdy 
Uſurper ? \ which although. in may ((in-the-mouth; of 'ano-- 


cher who never Hatered him): be perhaps xeccived-as this +. » 
True Charater, yet it-becameg not:you (who: had fo offici- 149, 147, 


oully before brought: your Oxavys. to-embalm his memory) 
thus to beſpatter and diſgrace hims, '- + 
... As for your Flattexy, to his: $0ng which 1 alſo charggd 
you with, and you (with a:\ſtxange, bur. nos, to your ſelf 
unuſual, boldge(s) do deny;:whar ican be more! appa-. 
rent ?. In your Diſputations- about, "Church Governments 
You thus addreſs your felf to him; 4 obſerve that the Na- 
tion generally rojpyeat® in your peaceahe entrance upen the 
Government, and' many Are ferſwaded you have been: kept 
from blood inour late warrs, that God mught makg you 4 beater 
of our breaches, attd employ .y0u in the Temple-work, which Da- 
vid himſelf, though he-carneſily deſired it; might not be honou+ ' 
red with : And then you adviſe him to cheriſh Union among 
his own Paſtors ; for Th, ſay you, would be the-way to life 
him up bigheſt in the eſteem and” love- of all his people, and 
make them ſee, that he was- appointed of God to be a. Healer 
and a ReStorer, and to gloryin him, andtobleſs Gd for 'him, 
as the inſirument of our chiefeſt peace ; you allo tell him in 
' the Dedication of your Key #0 Carbolicks, that Jo Are oe 
(who bleſs God for him, and who rejoyce in 'the preſent happi- 
neſs of England, and concurre with the common hopes of 
Jet greater Bleſſings under bis Government, which" there 
you 


| '' 
youpriy for; ad fo ſubferibe yourYelF-biz ' BairhfylSgb.. 
opDride 37d: bnommco yitecry roy 10 Tamas T or 
+ BW, Fg dpplaſe; findoury Afiddifi bra berween 
vi? (*) -Palfhahd Fiarttry {hints excuſe your (Ufby"than, 
Es, 5 Ike Frake \e#verd Ay ;thar\ſuch- kind: of 'Lafnpubde;\{ro 
v2: tne whore Tenſetonid beatcoumed's lnvficll Governour) 
' "-Joth tooranklyſavour'of both: Go if you pleaſe, and'boatt 
-your-ſe]f of your preſenr- Loyalcy, and ſeem-ro "rake it jll 
»4s: you pperendts do; {oÞif any-rhink otherwiſe of you, brit 
[g]Part 1. \ftilÞbiretembBer that even> y au who now{(in rharrefpeRy:ſo 
_ Pag-26, 27 ,mnokrboaſt/and exaltyobr ſelf above 'your Brethren- Yeb- 
[5] Cure 4jng:rhem, that [6] God 5» juſtice bath" pur them down) did 
P*5'57* alſo 'ſay(when you thought you might doit ſafely ) Thar 
Common "ay = y 
wealth p. ow were ſatisfied in tworbings, Firſt, That [] God in Fu. 
483, 464, ftice bad put down the former Governours' (meanin 7 the King 
_*, andhis Part3)foritheir Perſecution and ſcorning of Piety. Se. 
- condly; That youthought youtr ſelf bound to! ſubmit nnto" the 
preſent Government (which\was then in rhe hinds of Rech, 
Cromwell ) as ſet -over-us byGod, and that you would obey 
for conſcience ſake, and bthave your ſelf as a Loyal Subjelt 
rowards ther. © Sir; you 'that-profeſled'your:-(elt to be ſo 
Loyal then} catinor in reaſon be ſuppofed ro'be- gonſeiefici: 
oully oya/now, 'and the Jeaſf'yon can expedt,is neither 'to 
be believed'noriryſted) sf | bo EY 
- I have done; Sir; with-my Defence of this Exception,and 
now if, you pleife, charge me with VUnrruth'; for affirming, 
Yob weveas abbr ks ay; #1 the Tate Wa#', "ind: Beny iffyod - 
1 fins 1 pathered . fron thence; that, Ic be- 
cuamt\nor'yon 6bturtetherfotts who gave ſuch Riſe and En- 
ronrapeiment tether Canfe'r "1 mean, unleſs you repent of the 
Canſt , which 'it isevidefit, you have fiot yer done ; and if [ 
mxpnorbe believe in chis pinion of you, } doubr-nat bur 
the Bop of Woroefipravillwhoyfor this'very thing did for- 
meriy\aecufeyou'sf Rebailionttkt) From which .caarge, he 


+ Bith. char? deſnded you then, lexvesyow ty acquir your felt now 


Worct, as Well as you can. And now, Sir, for a'clofe'of this, | ſhould 
Letter. ask your patdon, forxkus venraring co'break the AF of Ob. 
I Animad [;vjen; but\your Imphrtunitydidforce mes it3 and 1conld, 
vernos ngrotherwiſettea* my "(elf fromyourflanderous Tmprati- 
by” "-0ngg on- of Falſhood, but by bringing Truth o Highs, and by [trip= 


Letter, ping 
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ping you of your-Diſguiſe (under which, for ſo many,years 
- you have been masked/and covered ) leave you naked and 

| defencele(s to the. judgement and cenſure of eyery-Impartial 
' and Unprejudiced Reader: z and if any thing-is written here, 
| which you will: be aſhamed to-read; and afrajd to give an 
anſwer, to, pray thank your ſelf; who would\gor-he guiet, | 
F nor Jet your Brethren alone, till- you- were thus brought - | 


” - 


forth to an open Diſcovery. | | 
Your mentioning, with ſo muchiſcorn, the DoQrine of £4] Part 
. the Temporal Reign of Chrsſþ,;; Which/you,..iu derition, call Fg yk 
the ( b ) . Fifth- Monarchy-way, and; your endeayouring to | 
expoſe all that you think ſavour that Qpintan, (and in par-= * 
ticular Mr. Brow ) is another Evidence, that-you dare not | 
look any Truth in the face, which brings preſent danger with 
itz no, though. formerly. you were as earneſt, and open an 
Aſerter of it, as any - For not\many-yeass-a3g0 you tgld us, 
that_(.c ) you were perfettly. Neutral, as ta the point ,*- Holy 
Chrifts Viſible and Perſonal Reign upon Earth,and you did nay 0 000 
know which way your Tudgement did meſt incline ; But the ,.,, —_ 
Theacrotical Policy,or Divine Common- wealth ( which 15 the 
ungueſtionable Reign of Chriſt upon: Earth.) This, all. Chri- 
ſflians are agreed, may juſtly be [onght, and the Temporal dig- 
nity'of the Saints, which would undoubtedly much bleſs the 
V/orld. Sir, 1 have been very curious to enquire into the 
DoArine of the Fifth, Honarchy,and moſt of my Converſe 
| is with thoſe that do in Faith expe, and in Pationce wait 
for ſuch a time z  and'l never knew atiy of them. C however 
they are miſ-reprefented)carry the-Notion farther than you 
have already done. . It will become you therefore to en- 
quire, what is your reall ground, -why ſuch, who ſtill retain 
thoſe Principles which you once laid down, ſhould now be 
mentioned by you, with ſo much ſcorn and lighting: Till 
you have foond . out and declared a better Reaſon, pray give 
| me leave to think'this is the Chiefzbecauſe you dare not own 
& any Hazardous 6 Perſecuted Truthzand you find it far cal- 
4 er (in your Notional Divinity ) to recant all that formerly 
' you were convinced of, than to bring your heart unto a 2 
; willingneſs for Mart yrdome 3 and this alone, I take like- [4] Pag: 
; Wiſe to be the true Cauſe, why ſo weakly, and ſo unlike a $u = ws 
| Minter of the Goſpel, you inveigh againſt [ d ] Sufferings; Mo 
3 B or 
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For you have never yet experienced either the Comfore or 
the Cleanſing of them ; and therefore. venture rathly to 
ſpeak evil of what you know not, and which I fear you' have 
neither Courage nor Integrity enough to venture the Trial 


:0f;" 1: ſpeak: it* 70 your ſhame, lince' the Scripture gften re- 


cottifherds Afi;&ions as the neceilary Exerciſe of our Faith, 


[e] Part 
2 p.60, 
74. $0- 


and the chief matter'of our Chriſtian Foy and Triumph, 

But how ill ſoever you had uſed the Liveng, methinks you 
ſhould have ſpared'the'Dead, and notdiſturbed the duſt of 
my -Fellow- Priſoner Mr. 'Powel, [ e | by reproaching his 
metiory with to abufive and difgracetul a mention of him, 
as if he were a Falſe Prophet, and aQted by a deluding ſpirit; 
For you lay to his charge, that many years ago, he propheſi- 
ed of ſome things; which we do not yet ſee fulfilled : Bur, Firſt, 
may- not 'a Good man, nay a tre Prophet,” be ſometimes 
millaken ?* Was not Samuel ſo, when he took Eliab: to be 
the "Lords * Anointed ,- was not Nathan deceived, when he 


encouraged Davidio build the Temple ? and did ever any 


yet ſuſpe them'to be Falſe Prophets for that ? Secondly, 
may not many Prophets truly. toretel] things to come, and 
yet thoſe things bea lorg time ſuſpended -and delayed be- 
can(e of the {ins of apeople ? 7s notthis condition to- be un- 
derſtood in'moſt Scriprare Prophecies, which we find ex- 
prefled in Zech.6 15. Andthis ſhall come to paſs, if you will 
diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God ? This and much 
more may be {aid in defence of that arligent - and Faithful 
Ser vant of the Lord, whom I knew to be truly Religious and 
Worthy, and therefore thaught it my duty: ro vindicate 
kim from your Unciriftian Calumny, And parden me Sir, 
if | put you in mind (for you ſeem to have forgot) how in 
this the Lord favoured him, in that after much exerciſe of 
Afﬀfubt#ton,'he was taken- away'in Peace, and Buried in FH- 
our ; "when I'fear ſuch as you» will. be ſuffered to omlive 
your own Fame,-and your Memory hall dye before you. 
For Ged will reſiſt the priea, and ſuch as exalt themſelves ſhall 
be Abaſed and Humbled ; Which Prophecy is true, w hat- 


_.. . ever' Mr. Powels was. 


Tam ſorry that Iam forced to ſpeak thus plainly, but the 


Pride of your hedtr; difcovered by your Writings,” is ſo4p- 
parent, that jrcannor but be Known and Read of all men';\to 


BY 


—_— 


: 9 
gd no farther for inſtances then your laſt book ; whar 
needed you have told the World in Prinr, Thar f Yow choſe 
once an Eaſter:day to communicate 11.4 very populous ' Church 
:n London; purpoſely that it might be the farther known : Is 
not this like the Hypocrites, to blow a Trumpet. before you, 
and to do your ations that you may be ſeen of men ? whar 
other end could you have, in doing that ſo publickly then 
or.in declaring it now, but a varn-glorious Hope, that doubt- 
ing and unſatisfied Chriſtians might look upon your Ex- 
ample, as their Pole-ſtar, and accordingly dire&t;their mo- 
tions ? [look upon it alſo as a ſtrange piece of Boaſting, 
when you tel] us that men of all judgments have written a- 
g1inſt you: . As to reckon them up in your own words 
lome Infidells, divers Quakers, Papiſts, 


Levellers, Digceſans,c:W hat Sir, is it polſible thac men. of 


theſe ſeveral perſwalions, which you have eXpreſled, have; 


all written againſt you, and doth there remain yet a greater 
number concealed in the gulph of a bottomleſs ec. ? 1s 
it indeed true, that you offend all, and pleaſe none ? and 
can you glory that you are counted the I{/mael of, the Age ? 


[/JPart x 
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[g] [g] part 1. 


Antinomians, ſome. pag. :6. 
Arminians, ſome Anti- Arminians, Anabaptiſts, Seperatiſts, 


Pray Sir remember what became of him-; He was eaſt out. © 


of Abraþams houſe, that is, out of the Church of God, for 
Scorning, and when you do a little better conlider of it, 
that thote worthily famous and honoured + Rhotor- 
ford, Mr. Burges, Mr. Blake, Mr. Crandon (beildes ſome 
living of equal repute for learning and: piety) have all 
written againſt you, and ſolemnly warned others to beware 
of your books (as containing much leave of falſe and dar- 


gerons Dotrine in them) did I ſay, You ferioully conlider 


this, y@ would be grieved for grieving them, and not put 
it in among your Triwmphs, that you had provoked ſo ma- 
ny able and Worthy Pens ro oppoſe and antidote the in- 
feRiaon of your Writings : To conclude this Point (ſor it 
is a ſore place, and | would not handle it ſo roughly, bur 
in order to healing) when I ſaid in one of my exceprions, 
that | feared jou were not ſound in the Dottrine of In5tificat ion 
by Faith alone, without works ; inſtead of anſwering direQly 
. and ſatisfying my fcruple (which you might have done in 
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few words) youreferr me to Five (hb) or more Treatiſes, p11pr - 


Whic PI 27, 


J0 * . 

which youſay you have written apon that Subje& 7: and 

in another place[;] you tell me that you have written the 

[{]part 2+ berrer part of above Fifty Books againſt the Profane, the Fews, 

p:1% andthe Mabumedans. (1 will not enquire to what purpoſe, 
for 1am very confident none of choſe did ever read what 
you have written againſt chem. )Bur adde to theſe your ſe- 
veral other Treaties, as about Baptiſm , Confirmation, 
Church Government, Commonwealth, cc. Y our Books will 
in all amount to as many Yelumes as Toſtatus writ, con- 
cerning-whom,(and all ſuch kind of Writers )y 68 once gave 
this trux Charatter, (chough lince you have molt unhappily 
forgotten it,)(&)1 cannot but acconnt all thoſeToſtatus's impu- 

[11 Pre- dently proud, who thinkthe world ſhould read no Bodies Works 

monition Put theirs. Pray Sir, read this paſſage again, and compare it 

to the With'what you have already writ, (and what as ] hear you 

Saints reſt do yet farther intend io write) and then teil me in earneſt 
whar you think of your lelf; for here, according to 

[{Jpart2. your own Words, [1] Evidence muſt decide the Caſe, 

Pagz 25. | rhink Sir, | may tay co you with every whit as much 
truth and candour, what you dis-ingeniouſly reply upon 

[m]part2, es [m] IT have no mind to make yeu odious, nor to open your 

. pag. 91, Ji toothers ;, but you bave oprnedit ro the world, and | muſt 

| openit to you, if poſſuwly you may repent : and therefore ha- 
ving ſaid rhis to your ſelf, (that by fetting before you ſome 
few of your many failings, you might be Humbled, and 
come to more ſober underſtanding of your (elf and way.) 
| come now to ſpeak ſometking, and that very briefly, ro 
the Queſtion about Conformity, which hath occaſioned all 
this hear berwixt us: andin the handling of this, I think 
I may alſo ſay, #8 you ſometimes did [| 1 approve not Tau- 
tologies, nor a tedious ſtile, nor the heaping up of uſelifs mat- 

Tn] Pre- ter and words; which Rule in writing, though you forget 

monition to obſerve, yet I ſhall keepcloſe to, tor Truth needs not 

oo . many words to defend tt. 

PANS IC. Inthe itating of this Queſtion, you do your (elf- grant 
fo much, that you fcarce leave any thing, to be either diſ- 
pured or denyed by thoſe whom you pretend with ſo much 

"= vehemency to oppoſe , For, 

ner 2. Firſt, you 'granr [0] that we are not to þave Communion 

>. 9.9, & Wh & Dioceſan Church, as ſuch, and thu we are not to 

74: 75» ow 
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own Dioceſan Biſhops. 
Secondly, You allow that we are net to have Communion 
with Perſecutors, nor with ſuch as bave conſented to our S- 
lencing, 

Thirdly, You affirm that we are ot rocommunicate with 
Pariſh Churches enly, nor with all of them, and particular- 
ly, not with ſuch whoſe Paſtours are, through inſufficiency, 
Hereſie, and Imprety, Intolerable, And this you tell us, 
was your own PraQtiſe, For, you ſay (p) yeareſolved, if you 
lived where was an intolerable eAMiniſter, you would not 
bear him, nor come near him; fo as to encourage him in his 
undertaking of that Sacred Office. 

All this, and more of this nature (which you aflcrt ) 
being granted, 1 ſcarce ſee what it is that you contend 
for, or ſo earneflly declaim againſt z ſince from theſe 
Grounds Separation at this day may calily be juſtified : For, 

Firſt, every Pariſh Church is a Part of the Dioceſan; and 
if a Dioceſan Charch, As ſuch, 15 not to he communicated 
with, then a Pariſh Church, as ſucb, is to be ſeperated 
from; ſince there is the ſame Reaſon of the Parts as of 
the Whole : And you muſt find out a new Logick, be- 
fore you can prove, that if the Whole be Corrupt, 
any of the Parts ,are clean and fit for our Communion, 

Secondly, a Pariſh Adiniſter is (in that ſtation and office) 
but a Servant of the Dioceſan Biſhop, and therefore right- 
ly called a Exrate, and if we may not own, (as you grant) 
the Biſhop, I think it will neceſſarily follow that his 
Subſtitute and Curate hath no reaſon _ to expe any 
Reſpe&t from us. Woe doe not uſe, in other caſes, 
to Regard the dan, when we think it a duty to deſpiſe 
the e Maſter. 

Thirdly, If Perſecaters are not to be communicated 
with, nor ſuch as have conſented to ohr Silencing, which you 
alſo allow, (though | could wiſh you had proved it better 
then by the obſcurc and diſputable Example of e Martin) 


[p} part 1, 
P» 35. 


[q] then I think very few, if any of the Pariſh XMins- [9]part I, 
ters, but muſt even upon this account alſo be feparated p. 55; 


from , lince either by Open Conſent, or elſe by an Undoing 
and Pernicious ſilence, they have all made themſelves guil- 
ty of that grievous fin : There being but little difference 


In 
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in the ſight of God, between the perſecuting of Brethren out 
ſelves ; and(bynot ſharply reproving it,) ſeeming to approve 
of it in others. | 

Laſtly, admitting there are ſome Worthy and able men 
among the Parih Miniflers (which for my own part, 1 
believe never a Whit the more becauſe you affirm it,) yer 
this we mult ſay, that their- (in is great in ſubmitting to 
ſo undue a way of entring into the eHiniſtry ; and there- 
fore we both forbear our ſe]ves, and warn all others nor 
to bear them, becauſe we cannot think our Lord Chr:/t 
ever ſent ſuch to Preach in his Name, who dire@ly and 
by a ſolemn Oath have Renounced their Chri#tan libey. 
79, under preterice of Preaching Chrift ; and-are indeed 
nothing elſe (as to the whole diſcharge and exerciſe of their 
Office) but Servants of men, which we bave already fully 
learned from the Apoſtles, is altogether inconliſtent with 
being Servants of Chriſt, Galatians .1. 10. 1 Corin, 
7. 23. and therefore as ſuch we cannot own them. 

For the queſtion is not (as you weakly and inſignifi- 
cantly word it)Whither| r ] aDefettive, Faulty, True Church 
may ordinarily (or at leaſt ſometimes be joyned. with , but 
whither a defettive Jaw) empoſing Ghurch ts not to be ſepar 
rated from ; This we affirm ; Becauſe, Firſt, we know not 
how elſe to preſerve our Chriſtian Liberty (which it is an 
indiſpen(ible duty to maintain) but by ſeperaring from thofe 
who would unduly take it from us :. Secoxdly, Being pre- 
ſent where thoſe things are uſed in the: Worſhip of God, | 
which God hath not commanded, This would involve us 
in the guilt gnd contagion of them z nor doe-we believe 
(however we haye your Word forthe contrary) the Lord 
will otherwiſe interpret it, fince he hath ſo ſtrialy char- 
ved us, Tokeep far from a falſe matter ,; and not to partake 
1n other mens fins : Laſily, whatever prerences may be 


[r] part 1, 
Pp. 78, 


uſed (as ir is ealie to write Declamations). for the keeping 

of Peace, yet (to ſpeak ſtriftly and o as to ſatisfie conict- | 

erce) Peace is but ill bought, if we muſt purchaſe it at ſo | 

deara rate, as With the Joſs of Truth : And this Truth 

concerning -the ſols Sovereign power of our Lord Chriſt, in 

appointing all matters of his Worſhip (He. being the Lord 

of 14s Lenſe, and Faithful in all things as doſes, Heb. 5.) | 
$ this 
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this is a point ſo neceſſary to be maintained, and ſo utter- 
ly inconſiſtent with the ſuppsſing that any thing is to- 
be Obtruded, which he hath noe Commanaed, that we dare 
not allow. our ſelves in the praRiſe of any thing, which. 
may prejudice that FundamentdL: And we judge we have 
ſufficient warrant from what the Apoſtles did in a like 
caſe, eAQs 15. 24. For if they reproved ſuch as Preach- 
'ed up Circumciſion, and other Legall Ceremonies, at that 
day, when as the Apoſtles had given them no ſuch Com- 
mandemens 1, ſaying of them, that they ſubverted ( or 
ſpoiled) the ſouls of the Diſciples , then may we affirm the 
like of thoſe now, who, in things equally indefentible doe 
a&t with every. whit as little authority, from whom upon. 
that very account; we think it our . duty to ſeparate. 

1 am not jgnorant that you (after many others, who have 
formerly much better pleaded this cauſe) do inſiſt upon two: : 
Arguments by which you labourto detend your irregular 
way of Communion. | 

The firſt is, that «2 tbe Primitive Churches there were 
many Corruptions,' which the Apoſtle writes again#t, but 
doth not adviſe any, becauſe of them, to ſeparate : But 1 an- 
{wer, that in this /zſtance (as well as in your State, you do 
wholly (1 will not ſay ignorantly) miſtake the Queſtion - 
For it is not Gorruption or Errour,barely conſidered as ſuch, 
that we account to be a (ufficient ground of Separation ; but 
the impoſing of that error with an high hand, and ma- 
king 2 ſubmiſſion to it- (at leaſt in our pratice and out- 
ward obſervance). the very condition of Communion, this, 
we ſay, is a thing which neceſſitates us to make a Separa- 
tion, and that for the Reaſons | have already urged ;, To 
which I will adde only this, that, however the preſcnting 
our Bodies at a Worſhip which we doe not inwardly ap- 
prove of, may render us excuſable and juſtifie us among: 
men, yet we are ſure it will not in the light of God; who 
hates hypocrite in his ſervice, and values every offering by. 
the heart of him that brings it, x 

| might content myſelf with urging thus, much, but be- 
cauſe the Corruptions-' that were :n the firſt Churches, are 
often pleaded in this Caſe, ] will therefore examine the 
argument drawn from them alittle farther, and Firſt, this 
is; 


4 14, 
isclear in Scripture, that our Lord Chriſt (who was him- 
ſelf Holy and ſeparated from ſinners) did never Call nor de- 
fign his Ghurch to be an impure mixt body of Holy and 
Unholy, without any diſtinftion blended and hudled up to- 
gether, but we have it frequently mentioned in Scripture, 
that he called his people out of the world, to be an Holy 
ſeperate people z an habitation, and honſe' for himſelf by hzs 
ſpirit to dwell in ; with many expreſſions tothe ſame pur. 
poſe, whereupon every one who names the Name of Chriſt 
is ſolemnly commanded to depart from all unrighteouſneſs. 
Secondly, though through the Corruption of\men, and neg 
ligence of Church Officers ( for which they are blamed 
Rev. 2. 14+ 20.) many Ungodly Prophane Formalziſts and 
Hypecrites, did (and daily doe) creep in, yet there is a tri 
command given to pat ſuch.out of the Church 1 Cor..5. 
2 Thef. 3,- Rev. 2. Andall are commanded to turn aſide from 
them, 2 Tim. 3,5. Rom: 16. 17. which commands do ftrong- 
ly and convincingly imply, that if ſuch are to be with drawn 
from, then if any Chxrch who is admoniſhed concerning 
them, ſhall Ri maintain, aber. and countenance ſuch , thar 
Church alſo is thereby acfiled, and become unfit to be com- 
municated with. : For a little leaven leavens a whole lump, 
-2 Cor.'5. 7, and-one ſinner deſtroyes much good, Eccl.g.18. 
and many are defiled by the 'contagion of one,” Heb.12. 15. 
All which places ſhow, that a Charch, which after admo- 
nition and diſcovery of Offenders, will not uſether autho- 
rity incaſting them ovt, doth partake of their ſins, andbe- 
comes as guilty as they, and therein as unworthy of Com- 
munion, -Laltly, which will fully anſwer the ſcruple, it 
is to be conlidered, that the Primitive Churches were ſet- 
led by the Apoſtles, and conſtitured according to the divine 
pattern, having all the Ordinances of Chriſt, and true Ofj- 
cers, rightly eſtabliſhed amongft- them; ſo that though ma- 
ny ſcardalons fins did break out, and were'viſthle among 
ſome of the Members, yet a power was {till retained in 
each Church for the keeping themſelves-pare, by caſting 
out Offirders ; whereby they were kept to the InSitu- 
tion and. Orders of Chriſt; without any' univerſal Innovati- 
on or degenerating in thoſe 'Eſſent:als of Order as well as 
Defrme, which they fell into in the ages after ; and whe 
nti- , 
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eAnts-Chriſtianiſm (which was then working) did mani- 
feſtly ſhew ir ſelf not only in rejeQing the 3 ruth,'z The/, 
2, but in impoſing error, Rev. 13. 16. t7. then w2s Separats- 
on neceſſary to be made ; which is implied in meaſuring 
(as it were circumſcribing and encloſing ) the Altar-WWor- 
ſhippers, and caſting out the others. Rev. 11.1. 2, and likewiſe 
in the ſealed ones that' had' 'a mark upon their Foreheads 
whereby is ' meant ſome outward note of diſtintton from 


Anti-Chrifts Followers, Rev. 7. 1. 2, and 14. 1. This ne- 


cellity of Separation which began, then, continues Qill ; 
ſince our Churches, though Reformed from Popery, ( that 
is, from eAnti- Chriſtianiſme) in ſome points, yet are nor 
reſtored unto the Prometive pattern and purity « (0 that 
viore may be ſaid for ſeparation now (when whole Chyr- 
ches are out of Order afid Corrupt) then could be at that 
time, when Corruption had infeA:d only ſome particular 
members, for it.is nor, as 7 ſaid before, Corruption birely, 
no nor Jmpoſition barely, that is a ſufficient ground for any 
to ſeparate (for where ſome lefler errors are held but not 
inpofed, or where only Neceſſary things are impoſed, we 
ſhall nor forbear Communion) but when Error is orice 
impoſed, and by a firong hand forcibly maintained, {not- 
withſtanding all admonitions and endeavours of Reforma- 
tion) here we muſt ſeparate or conſent to lin, which is our 
preferit caſe; and till” you-draw your Parallel exa&t, and 
ſuir im all refpeRs: to: what” it was before, your inſtan- 
ces, fram the practice of former times, are but impertinent 
and unconcluding. 

The'ſecond Argument that you do with much vehemen- 
cy preſs, is the example of the Former Nor- Conformiſts, 
who you ſay were all againſt ſeparation, and why ſhould 
we be-wiſer then they ? To which I anſwer in Learned 
and Judicious Mr. Hilderfhams words, and the rather 
becauſe 1 find you quote his Name in favour of your opi- 


" mT1on. 


' ©Firft, It hath heen an old trick of Hypocrites to pre- 
© rend great Reverence and reſpe& to the Servants of God 
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© that are dead, when their credit might ſerve 'to the dil- Th, ,, 
©prace of Gods ſervants that now live and are their Teach- 


*ﬀrs: ſodid the Jews ſpeak gonnnny of Loſes and the 
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Prophets, Mat. 23. 29. Whereas on the other (ide, the 
© Faithful are deſcribed by this Note, They cmbrace and 
© are eſtabliſhed in the preſent Truth, 2 Pet.1. 12. that 1s 
© in the truth that is now tavght them. 

* Secondly, admit that the Servants of God,whoſe judge- 
© ment and practice theſe men do ſeem to ſtand ſo much up- 
© on, had been never ſo Learned. and Godly men, yet we 
© may not build our Concience upon the credit of any man, 
* neither of them that have taught us heretofore, nor of 
* them that teach us now, but only upon the Word of 
* God : If any (though far, inferiour to them in Piety 
* and Learning) ſhall bring you the word of God, the ma- 
© nifeſt word of God, againſt ſuch or ſuch an abuſe ? and 
*you ſay you will not receive it, becauſe ſuch a, Learned 
* and good man was of another mind, yau fin in an high 
© degree againſt God, ſor you oppoſe the credit of man to 
*the Authority of Gods word, In this caſe, we muſt. 
* remember what the Apoſtle'ſaith. Gal.1. 8, % 

*Thirdly, we are not to reſt inthe judgement and pra- 
* ile of thoſe good men that have lived betore us for as 
*it is With the particular members of the Chutch, ſo it is 
© with the whole Church, it muſt grow and encreaſe in grace 
* and knowledge. Though Aſa was a good King, and Re- 
«* formed much in his firſt days, yet Jehoſaphat Reformed 
*more, 2 Chyoz. 17.6. and Foſiah went further, then ci- 
"ther Fehoſaphat or any other that had. been before him, 
*2 Kings 23.25. 

And whereas you mention the Holineſs and Learning of 
thoſe Noz Conformiſts, thereby ro deterr us fxom going 
beyond their Line & Meaſure,l may reply,in that ſame wor- 
thy Authors words -- * Though they wereHoly and Learn- 
*ed Men, ye: it may well be, that the Lord hath revealed 
* that to his ſervants now, *%hich they ſavsnor, for the Lord 
* hath oft done ſo; David had more underſtanding than his 
* Teach:rs had, P/al. 1 9. 99. and the Diſciples of Chriſt, 
* {aw many truths, which many of the Prophets (though 
* they were it may be holier then they ) did not ſee, Luke 
"10, 24, Many points of Gods Truth are-revealed now 


© , even to Babes, what the Parriarchs and Prophets,Cthough 
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© Holy Men and kighly in Gods favour) (aw not : He ad- 
© viſeth therefore, reſt not 1o much on the Judgment, ad- 
© vice, and example of the beit men, but examine them by 
* the Scriptures, for good men have oft proved Satans in- 
©ftruments to deceive others, as Peters example miſled 
© Barnabas, Gal. 2, 12. 14. Thus far, and much more to the 
ſame -purpoſe ſaith that excellent Author, (whoſe words 
becauſe 1 thought they might be of weight to you,) | choſe 
to tranſcribe at large, rather then to ſay the ſame things in 
other viords of mine own. 

To the ſame purpoſe Mr. Gee, when he was urged with 
the authority of Calvin, Bucer, Parens,cc., who all give an 
other interpretation then that which he follows in his ex- 
polition of Rem. 13-Replyes thus, ,---- © The opinion or 
* averme2nt of man,(even of the beſt for Learning and Piety,) 
© ina Caſe of Conſcience, or in the enquiry, what is the 
© ſenſe of ſuch and ſuch a Scripture, or ſuch a Divine Pre- 
* cept is not an Oracle neither, will it paſs for ſuch in any 
* controverlie. The truth is we are very prone to attri- 
© bure ſome authority to it, and to urge it upon others, ſo 
© far as we find it concurrent With our own perſwaſions, but 
© who is he that will be prejudged or concluded by it, con- 
© trary to the opinion that he hath received, or in what he 
* js otherwiſe doubtful ? The words of chat Learned Man 
may be applyed to the preſent Caſe, for Sir, you know 
how -mnch you have departed from the Doctrine of thoſe 
Famous Non- Conformiſis in many the moſt material 
points of Religion, and therefore cannot juſtly be al- 
lowed; in this, to make uſe of their Authoriry : It will 
1 ſuppoſe be ealily granted thar it is a very improper thing 
for any to ſeem to magnifie ſo much the Opinion of tho 
worthy men (asto preſs it now upon their Brethren) in 
the butineſs of Ceremonzes and Conformity, when they them- 
ſelves refaſe to follow them in their other more ſound and 
ſubſtantial Dectrines. | 

To give you a few Initances, Firſt, The former Nonconfor- 
miits held Armenzaniſme (that is, the D:Qtrines of of Free- - 
will inthe things of God, of Vniverſal Grace, and Univerſal 
Reaemption) to be (0 T——_— and dangerous an Error ; 
= 2 that 
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tharrhey have called it a Beelzebab- Error,and Another Goſ- 
pel. Bur you do not only ſpeak favourably of ir; bur alſo 
proudly tell us, that of you are very confident, { a7 not one 

: _ i of many hundreds, who ſpeak againſt Communion with Armi- 

F927 mnians, do underſtand what «Arminianiſme 5s ; As if the dif- 
ference were either ſo ſmall,rhat it: was not worth the while 
to oppoſe it,or elſe ſoabſiruſe and difficulr, that plain/Chri- 
{tians could not ealily come to know it, Truly Sir, I ac- 

| «knowledge my ſelf the meane(t of my brethren, and yer l 

| think, who underſtands the neceſſity of being born again;and 

| renewed by the Spittt of God, mult needs underſtand his own 
| Free will. hath not- the lcalt power-to rccave the. things of 

God, and whoever doth this, knows very well whar eAy- 

| minianiſme is, though perhaps he may be ignorant of the 

Js Name, which is not at all material in the Controverlie : 

| and indeed 1 wonder youcan ſo confidently plead for Com- 

Preface ro Munion With, Arminians, and that with an-@c too; when 

the s Diſ- you formerly-told us, Thar, zz the points of Predeſtination, 

putations, Redemption, Free-will, Eff edt ral grace, ' Perſeverance, and 
Aſſurance of Salvatien, the Feſuntes and eArminians do 
teach the ſameDoitrine. <ir,| tope you do not intend to en- 
large your Communion {9 tar, as to take in the Jeſurtes al- 
ſo; if you dozpray deal clearly wich us, and-rell ub fo,and do 
not delude us with an unlimited and unmethigibleercerera. 
Secondly, The former Nonconformists did fo fully hold 
that the Scripture was to be believed upon it's own authori- 
ry and Teſtimony, that they all unanimouſly affirm, Jr is a 
aangerons thing wat toreſt in the amthority of Scripture, not 
:0 count it, Avlezisor, Butiyou, Feſuire-bke, for 1 am forry 
i cannot giveit a milder term, arc not afraid tro. ſay, The 

b part :, Scripture tells ws not ſufficiently and particularly which Books 

p. 100, 71 t ſelff are Canonical, nor what' various Readings are the 

Part 2. p- right, nor whether every T ext be brought to u5 incorrupted : 

39" So that in effe, you do reſolve the credit of the Holy Scri- 
pture, into the Truth of Church-Fiftory:;; which words are 
io contrary to the true Proteſtant Doitrine, fo derogatory 
from the Self-evidencing Light, and Divine eAnthority of 
tbe V//ord of God contained in the Scripture , and lo fully a- 
greeing with the DoErine of the Feſuztes in-thzs Point, thar 
21l which you have writ ( pretendedly for the Defence of the 

| Seripe 
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Scriptnre, when indeed-you betray it ) isnot able to mike 
any colerable fatisfg&tion. | | 
What need | mention more, as that the Former Noncon: 
formiſts thought there was No poſſibility of Salvation for the 
Papiſts, no more than tor a Samaritan, or an Idolater : bur 
you ell us;that 4 you confeſſe you affett not the Honuur of that 
Orthodsxouſneſs. And in one ot your Books, if | am not 
miſtaken in my Collections, you ſeem roaftirm,” ar leaſt 
ſtrongly imply, that a man mnay be ſaved in any Religion, 
that lives morally,chough be knows not Chriſt, which js as Mr. 
Hilder (ham calls it, a damnableiconceit ;-tince it renders the 
whole myſtery of: dajlvacion :by Chriſt alone, 1v3in and'in- 
ctfeQual. » Add to this, tbe Former. Confarmaſts ſa1d, The 
filth of Nature cannet be ſufficiently ſpoken ofy hay,no'eAn- 
gel can ſufficiently point aut the myſtery of ſin, and filthineſs of 
wature. But you adviſe us, to take beed, leaſt in ſpeaking a- 
gainſt the corruption of Nature, we run.into Exceſs : which 
arethe very wordsin Engliſh, of eAndradins the Feſuite in 
Latine, to whom the learned Chemmetius aniwers; as | do to 
yoo; that whoſoever thinks ſlightly of the filth of Natural 
corruprion,muſt needs over-value kimſelf, and undervalue the 
Grace of Chriſt. | 
I thz!l conclude with mentioning one thing more ; - I af- 
hrmed;char by:Fleſh youthad told-us was only meant the ſen- 
ſitiur Apperme ,- this youreply, 25 an untruth, and a mter- 
fition, 'b for you: never ſaid ſo. Sir you had need have 2 
good memory; tor you have writ many Books, in Which, as 
containing many words, there cannot want much ſin and va- 
aty'; and in deed had you medirared itriftlywmpon'a quarter 
of What you tave writ,you could.not be gatlry of ſo 1trange 
fargertulneſs : for i your Premonition tothe Saints Reſt, 
you have theſe very words, eHany think: that by Fleſh is 
meant ozly In- aweiling ſm, when,alas ! it 1s the ſenſitive Ap- 
petite, that it chargeth us. to ſubdue , for which you quote 
Rom. 8.3, 4, 5. which ot ail the places, where the word 
Fleſh is named, doi) }cait favour your conceit : and indeed 
fir, that / may coniels: a fecret you. this very Paſſage of 
yours, | looked upon as fo conceited and {ingular, and many 
years 2g0 it gave me ſo great offence, that | threw away 
your: Book 'upen it, and never would read it over ; 'as nor 
| think- 
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thinking it polhtble that one,who erred.in the very entrance; 
in ſo plain a Truth, was able to inſtru@me in any thing that 
was worth my knowing. | believe many will think | con- 
cluded too raſhly and haſtily , but | am much confirmed in 
that judgement of your Book,lince a Perſon yet living,and 
one worthy of credit, acquainted me, that when the learn- 


ed and judicious Mr. Herle had read that cried up Book of 


yours, he told him, Ir had been happy for the Church of God 
if your friends had never ſent you to School, Mr. Cawarey 


| had the ſame opinion of ir, and another perſon, as knowing 


in the my#ery of Godlineſs as either of them, rold a friend 
of mine, thar ror withſtanding the neiſe abont you, you would 
exd in fleſh and bloud: which Propheſie, it you go on to write 
as you have done, will certainly: be falfllcd. 

Iknow Sir, you have very angerly promiſed me (as the 
Biſhop of Worceſter did you) that you will make no reply 
[4] But youare ſo apt to forget your ſelf in greater mat- 
ters, and have ſuchan itch to be .in print, that 1 will not 
take your word : and therefore when you write next ( for [ 
preſume you cannot be lilent ) | intreat only two things 
from you ; Firlt,that you will be ſhare, for | am quite tired 
our with your tedious multztude of words,and then, that you 
will be ſignificant ; | mean 

Firſt, -Fhat you will not miſtake: the thing you write a- 
bour, but labour clearly to underſtand the queltion. Donor 
ramble, and talk of N\atureas it is Pare, when you ſhould 
write about Nature corrupted. Do not diſcortrſe about Free- 
will at large, [6] when you ſhould only handle Free will 571 
the things of God : and becauſe many Profeſſors of Criſttanity 
are /gnorart and Injadicious , donor think that therefore 
you do well tocall Chritians, conlidered as Chriſtians ſo. 
4 heſe are evident and apparent Sophiſmes, which abound 
In yourlalt Treatiſe,and do diſcover that your Logick is evc- - 
ry whizas ungrounded as your Divinity, 

Secondiy, Pray take a little pains to exprefle your ſence in 
plain and intetlegible Language z and do not love to jumble 
abſurd and jiniigniticant Phrales together, as to ſay, (c) ef 
defettive. faulty, true Church : To mention (4) eA Polits- 
cal, Spiritual, Conſtitutive Flead, Ard do not think to ex- 
cuſe your ſelf from writing of Noniznce, by ſaying you meant 

a 


make Philoſophy Ridiculous, as you, do when you 
tell us [e] That onr atts of knowing. exteriour things are, 
as Philifephers affirm, obje&ively organieal, though not effi- 
ciently. and formally. Sir | am ſure no Wiſe man talks 
thus, and it Philoſophers do, it is time we left them, for 
they do nct.ſpeak according to the common ſenſe end 
reaſon of mankind, and it mull be 1neerly their obſcurity 
that makes them' conliderable. | 

Laſtly, when truth is to be examined, and the Nature 
ofa thing ſtrily to be conlidered, doe nor argue again 
jt, hecauſe of ſome i/ conſequences, which you fancy. will 
follow : This is a common praQice of Papitts, Socinians, 
and - your beloved. Friends the 4r11571ans, whole ſteps 
you tread in, and therefore may juſtly be ſaſpeRed. to 
own their doArines, and this 1]l temper you have diſco- 
vered, as in other things, ſo in particular in what you 
deſperately urge againit the Scriptures being | f.] a Per- 
feit Rule ; which Foundation of Faith and Practice you Ja- 
bour ro overthrow, by Tragically inlilting upon the con- 
ſequences that will follow; which 1s juſt to as much pur- 
poſe, as if I hould deny the Revelation of God, concerning 
Him (df, his Son, his Decrees, cc. becauſe F underſtand 
them not, and cannot reconcile them to that which 1 call 
reaſon; Sir, This in the end will be found perfe& Folly 
and cAadneſs, and therefore pray leave it in time, Jeait 
the Lord repove you, and you be founa a l.yar. 

I have now done, and. you may ſee vir, by this brief 
taſte, how ealie it is for me todefend my. ſelf throughour 
my whole Antidote, but I do not ſee it will. be worth my 
while; for-itis not a llenirg of your Reputation, that | 
mainly aim at; much fefs at the »dvancing: of mins own 
vpon the ruine of yours ; but I thought the Trath of Chriſt 
was worth my vindicatirg : And when t faw:that your 
Name did fiand in the way of it, and that your Suffering- 
bretbren had their Burtten made heavier, in that your hand 
helped to lay it on, 1 thought it my duty 70 reprove ou, 
and. to'ſer. your-ſut{and error herein) in order before you : 
And if (atter all this admonition) you will ſil go on, 
and under pretence of Writing for Zeve, doe what you 

I can 
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can to keep up a mixed, diſorderly, perſecuting, and Imper. 


| felt Church Fate, leaving us no hope'nor pollibiliry of Re. 


formation (unleſs it ſhall pleaſe God by ſome. ſuddain: and 
unexpected miracle ro convert: the whole Natian &. orice) 
| muſt-then look upon you as.one' of our greatelt ,divzdeys 
and ſo much the more dangerous, as your pretenlions 
ontwardly 'are the more fair and plaufible. The whole 
delign therefore of this Letter,is,C as t0,0thers) to periwade 
all ro look upon you, not only as »Fallible;-but as.a Mſta- 
ken'man, whoſe Name and Authority: is not:{fit tobe urged 
when the appeal js made to Scripture : and likewiſe as to 
your ſelf )my end is, to do what: can to recover you unto 
the Right Primitive Spirit of Chrittianity.(-if indeed you 
have as yet received'/it:Þ or at leaftto prefſe you to be l00k- 
ing afrer'it, and then [am you'tſure[/will (with vs.) contend 
earneſtly for the/Faitth; and {trive for Purity of Communion, 
as the only way to ſerled Peace, Yoon will then make a valt 
difference berween- Vnavoidable Imperfeions ( which at- 
rend us even in your b-{t ard moſt commanded/-Duties') and 
unwarrantable ( becauſe ymipos'd')! Corruption; . which ig all 
at preſent char we ſeparate from z.{and; however our Aulers 
may deal with us' tur chis:(-who think: their Laws are to be 
obeyed ) yet we could not bat let you know, that from you 
we deferved better uſage; lince you. are un the ſame conaem- 
nation, and.zs much breiktheipreſent Laws in ſome things, 
as we do in others There ts therefore one thing. that, I will 
confeſs my Error in; ir was:my- miſcalling yotiLearnee, 
Fudicious, andeHortified Mr: Baxter. Sir pray, pardon 
me this,for it is 3 great wntruth,indecd the only one (though 
you take no notice of it ) which-you, can Juitly charge we 


- with ; I will promile not tg uftcnd 1n ;the like: King,aga1n, 


but yet remain, ESUG $611. lie rut 


2 Y i 1131, Sir, (} | ©. bs os 
Tuttle-ſtreer. \ Ready to ſerve you in all 
rſt month, or March, 26! Chriſtian Offices of 
1671, | CHD © \ Love. Rb 3 \ 4 
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.C Ince the finiſhing of my Letter to you, 1 received the 
—_— following Papers, the once written by Mrs.---- 
| of Worceſter, the other from my Brother Zrown, whom you 
anhandſomly and untruly refleR upon in your laſt Treatiſe; 
 lintreat you to read what they ſay in defence of themſelves, 
which 1 have taken liberty without their knowledge to 
ſend to you, that whatever you doe to me, yet to them 
you might not deny this juſt ſatisfation, of making a Re- 
- cantation for the unſeemly abuſes you have put upon them -- 
. Your words are theſe, 


* t intreat you and the Reader to get and read a book. Part 24. 


© publiſhed by. Mr, Brows, (as is uncontrouledly affirmed, p. 
who lately wrote againſt Mr. Tombes againſt the lawful- 
'* neſs of Communiarr.ia Pariſh'Churches Jconcerning the 
"© experiences and ſtrange work of God ona Gentlewoman 
* in Worceſter, whom | will aot name, becauſe yet living, and 
<God may recover her, but is there well known, This Gen- 
©lewoman having been long vain, and a conſtant negle- 
© Rerof publick worlhip, was ſuddenly moved to 'go into 
* the Ehurch while I was there Preaching on Rem, 6. 21. 
'<CThe very Text ſtruck her to the heart-z but before the 
Sermon was done ſhe could hardly forbear crying out in 
he Congregation : She went: home a changed perſon , 
© reſolved for a holy life. Bat her affeRion or Paſſion be- 
*.ing ſtrong, and her Natare Tender, and her knowledge 
© Small, fhz quickly thought that the Quakers lived ftrifli- 
*erthen we, and fell in among them. Ar laſt perceiving 
* them vilifie the Miniſtry and the Scripture, her heart 
* ſmote her, and ſhe forſook them, as ſpeaking againſt 
© that which by experience ſhe had found to do her good ; 
© and deliring to ipeak with me, who lived afarr off open- 
* ed thus mich to me. -But all theſe deep workings and 
* troubles between the ſeveral waycs, did 5 affeR her, thar 
*lhei6}] into a very ſtrong melanchoiy , infomuch that 
'© ſhe impoſed ſuch an abſiinence "on eat upon her ſelf, 


that 


p_ 


| 24 | 
*that ſhe was much conſumed, -and {agebilitated as to keep 
* her bed, and almoſt famiſlied. Mr. Brows and others were 
© her inſtruers, who were very zealous for the way cal- 
© led The Fifth Monarchy, and having inſtruQed her in 
© thoſe opinions, publiſhed che whole ſtory in Print, (which 
* clſe I wouJd not have mentioned). I ſha}l ſay nothing of 
© any. thing which is otherwiſe known, bur delire the Rea- 
* der that doth but underſtand what Melancholy is, better 
© than the Writers did, to read that book, and obſerve with 
© ſorrow and pity, what a number of plain effeAs of melan- 
* choly., as to thoughts, and Scriptures, and eAttions are 
© there aſcribed ro meer Temptations on one fide, and to 
© Gods nnuſual or notable operations on the other lide / 
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Some Paſſages 0 ut of Mrs;--- of Worceſters - 
Letter to a Friend in London, 


Dear Brother, 

| S touching Mr. Baxter, I refer you to my Brother 

Browns Letter unto Mr. Bagſhawe, with this intima- 
xion, that as it relates to my ſelf, lam perfeQly unconcer- 
ned ;_it is a ſmall matter for me tobe judged of mans day; 
yet I cannot but wonder that one-of Mr. Baxters Profeſ- 
tion ſhould .dare to. open his month againſt the operations. 
of the Holy Spirit in the Sou}, the remembrance of which 
is ſtill ſweet ro me, and cauſech me to cry out, Oh ! how 
exceeding excellent is thy loving kindneſs, thon God of 
grace, what was I poor ſifly Noting, polluted duſt, that. 
thou ſhouldit chuſe me, bring me ro his Foot, give me 
to find ſhadow zgiinſt the ſcorching beams under Chritt, 
and 61] me with joy and peace through believing. . And if 
this be the effeR of «7/elancholy ; 1 would tell Mr. Bax- 
rer, it is ſuch an cft:&, as 1 muſt maghifie the Grace of the 
Lord for ever for. And this confirms me, that the Lordcom- 
forted and.-lifted up, my loſt, ferlorn, caſtdown, and al-. 
moiſt overwhelmed foul, in that uſual path, in which he 
walks, adminiſtring comfort to -his poor benighted ones, 
%z. the ſcaling his love by his ſpirit in a word. of Pe 
WROUch : 


by 25 

which T ara forry Mr. Baxter ſhould be found deriding of. 
But Gad will" yindicare qhe wprk. he harftwravgfh, though 
'm2n pour contempt upon Ky, unto whom [ commit it : 
but that Brother Browwwas the \Author of that bouk,thar 
| was ſuddenly moved to go to hear Mr. Baxter, that oughr 
of his Sermon had any impreſſion upon me'(which I could 
not attend-to, becauſe' 1 was ſo terrified with the words 
of the Text, Rom. 6. 2.1, that | went aw1y reſolved upon a 
holy life(when indeed / came into company, thinking there- 
by to eaſe, and deliver my ſelf from the trouble which had 
ſeized me;which | mention with ſelf abhorrence and admira- 
tion of the rich Grace of God) That Brother Browne in- 
tiruced me in the Fifth Monarchy Principle (whereas be 
then oppoſed it) That / impoſed abſtinence upon my ſelf 
25 to-meat..( when I would gladly have eaten but durit nor, 

becauſe I apprehended I had ne right to the Creature, be- 
ing out of Chrift) This is all Falſe and Untrue, and 1 am 

aſtoniſhed that Mr. Baxter ſhould with ſo much confi- 

dence affirm theſe things z The Lord Pardon and Humble 


him. 
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Some Paſſages out of Mr. Brown's. 
Letter. 


Dear Brother, 
* Have ſome time fſinee peruſed Mr. Baxters two laſt 


; Treatiſes, which ( to ſpeak modeſtly) givegreat Oc- 


caljon to the adverſaries of Truth and Purity, ts repro*ch 
and blaſpheme *God' and this People, and have canſed great 

rief of heart to many that truly+ fear him; and'this'is no 
more « for the ſubſtance of it') than ſome of Mr. Baxter; 
ownDifſciples have fuggeſted to me.11this laft(Entituled,, 
defence of the Prinoiples of ove) He feverely ehargeth you, 
bur you need not-be-over ſolicitous,foy thoſe that know the 
complexionand-temper of the man, who writes thus, will 
wait to ſee your defence, before they believe you guilty of 
ſo many groſs Untruths , eſpecially ſince I can prove Mr, 
Baxter (even while he thus condemns y-ou ) to be guilty. 
himſelf of uttering many Fal(ties both of my felf and of 


- Others. 


| will not conceive my ſelf concern'd with what he ſpeaks 
Part. 2. p. 31. touching his Diſpute with Mr. Brown, Ax 
Army Chaplain ( which | never was ) about the Godhead of 
Chriſt | which | ever owned: That Perton was another 
of the tame name, whom | never knew, and his Principles, 
ſo far as | have underſtood them, oppoling the DcArine of 
the Goſpel, | utterly deteſt ; ſo that all wherein 1 may by 
any be ſuppoſed to be concerned, is, what he mentions, pag. 
5$, 59. Part. 2d, _ 

Firſt, That | am the Author of that Treatiſe | mentioned 
by him, as written againſt Mr. Tombes ] againſt the lawful- 
nefſe of Communion with Pariſh Churches : this is more than 
Mr, Baxter or any of his Intormers can prove ; and were. 
ke able; yet | think his mentioning of it, when in that place, 
there isnot the leaſt occalion for ir,is ſcarce becoming thoſe 


- Principles of Love and Charity he is ſo great a pretender to. 


Whether | writ the Book or nor, | conceive it not requilite 
0 give him an account ;. for | ſhould be unwilling to truſt 
one-with a ſecret, who will,it ſeems, when the humor takes 

| 7 h | him, 
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fiim,publiſh to the World, what he cannot, dares not, fwear” 
is true,although occaſion be'thereby given, to ſuth as are no 
backward to lay hold apon every ſuch opportunity, utterly 

ro ratne the Perſon of whotn he reports ir. 1 Niall only add, 
that, whoever the Aithbr'was, Hee ho caufe todiſown any 
thing conſiderable in that Book : and when Mr.Baxrer ſhall 
undertake” a through difcuſſion of the Arguments con- 
txined 1n it, not like a Dittator,” bur as, an humble modeſt 
Chriſtiaty] will either pablickly Ricart what [have nowaf- 
firmed,'or in mecknefF? debare it with him, provided he doth 
more c*tifidiy'reprefinr Arguments;rhan he hath done ma- 
ny of yours, &particularly,that about 1dolatry,in which.you 
give the general ſenſe of all the Prgteftants, almoft,thar have 
writ updi-the ſecond Command,” who do univerſally. reduce 
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ceftey;xnd that bach uncontrouledly affirmed ſo to be. Give 
me leave totell:you-Sir,that | cannot but wonder at the un- 
naratlel'd conftidenre of the man ; ſhould he be any longer 
C:: ſutfe- 


 TeR.red to take this liberty, without- controul, | might be- 
"ſuppbſed, for ought] ſee, ra.cumber theWorld with as ma-; 
' NyBooks;(& perhaps to as linle purpoſc)as ſome body elſe. 
For indeed Sir, in'twg lines, there arc no lefſe than rwo wun- 
' rriths, (| may y tba ulei/1y. Baxters word,) publithed rg 
the VVorld concerning me. The Firit, That 1 am the eAu- 
thor and Publiſher of that Book,, which is affirmed. by him a- 
\,gainſt the molt notorious evidence in theV Vorld to the.con- 
' trary. The Author Mr. Timothy Jordaty, a precious ſer- 
vant of the Lord, and now: at rett with him, ſubſcribed his 
Name tothe Bbok,and in the Epiſtle prefixed, owns, and 2- 
" yours himſelf to be the eAuthor and Publiſher of 1t ,. and all 
that 1 did, was ( being deſired.) ro write an Epiſtle, wherein 
1 acquaint- the Reader that J. am.not.the «Author of ir, but 
only did joynin Teſtimony to. ſignifie what was Recorded 
in the enſuing, Treatiſe was true, The fecond Vntruth is, 
That 1 am ancoxtrouledly affirmed ſo tobe,when | believe Mr. 
Baxter hath never a ſecond inthe VYorld, that either wif 
or can affirm it. | 
As for the Book it ſelf, and the matter of faQtcontained 
init,-I never yet met with any judicious, ſober Chriſtian, 
(that hath ſeriouſly peruſed it) who durft adventure to pro- 
nounce either of rhe'whole, or any can{iderable part . of it, 
that it was an effec of e Melancholy. Sir, one of the great 
deligns of theDevil at this day,ſcems to be to drive men iaro 
dire&t Athiiſm, ; and there are. many topjuſt complaints 
of 1ts prodigious encreaſe in- the Nation. - Whether this 
decrying ,of experiences, this fighting the work -of Gods 
Sperut in.the fou], the crying ont that: theſe things are bar 
the effects of AAelancholy, be nat the, ready way to make 
all ſupernatural 6248s derided, and the whole 71yſtery 
” Godlineſs conteraned, 4, leave it with you to conlider, 
That | was this. Geatlewomans J»ftructer in the Fifth 
e Monarchy Principle, and that 1 was very xcalous for it, 
are two more witruths ; For 1 was neither zealous for 
that Principle, nor her Inſtrufer ; but 1 did a1 that time 
(ignorantly,) oppoſe her init ;, though indeed now it is 
cuy opinion, thas there is a Glora045-:S1ave of the Church 
yet to come (before the laft end of all chings) when all 
Oppreſiion and Oppregors ſhall ceaſe, and eyery rhing of 
| man 


man ſhall be laid down in aſubſerviency io the intereſt of 
Chriſt, and the Kingdoms -of the: World fhall become! bis ,. 
'which point 1 am ready to diſcourſe with Mr. Baxter, when 
ever he ſhall think fir todoe it. 

He is alſo Jamentably miſtaken. in- the | accoant: he gives 
of the: Lords dealing with the Gentlewoman,. of. Whnotr ]- 
ſhall give'you a few .remarks,: He tells us +-- /Fir##; that: 
ſhe was ſuddainly moved to come to hear: hrm- Preach, 
whereas [he went (having been long ſick after Ghild bear- 
ing) in the accuſtomed formal] manner that others were. 
wotit.tco doe -,.£..,.1% «2. EEE - 

Secondly, That ſhe had ſach conviftions fromhis Sermon 
(for (o he ſeems to intimate) that ſhe were home reſolved for 
an holy Life ; whereas fhe heard little or nothing of his 
Sermon, it was'the Reading of the Text,' Rom. 6. 21.-that 
firuck her heart ; yer ſhe wreſtled againſtther conviQions, 
arid would gladly have got' from under them, and for that 
end went into the Company of ſome- friends, thinking to 
forget them. . | anos, | 

Thirdly, that ſhe defired to ſpeak with bim.is another wn- 
truth (a e Miftake is too ſoft a word) For ſhe was hardly 
prevailed with to go to a: Neighbours houſe to diſcourte. 
with him. 1 
- Fourthly, that ſhe did 1mpoſe upon her ſelf an eAbtinence 
from Meat ; She would gladly have eaten; and attempted 
it ſeveral times, . but. being under the ſence of het own vile-: 
neſs  an& unworthineſs, . ſuppoling ſhe had no intereſt in 
the Lord, andTo no right to the Creature (through: the cun- 
ning of him that Ilyes in wait to deſtroy): ſhe durſt not 


cat. . 
Laſtly, ſhe never fell in ſo among the Ciiakers as to be 
one of them z though iris true, through the Pywer of 
Temptation, (he was ſomewhat enclined 'to them. But 
from-them was marvellouſly recovered, as is- intimated in 
the fore-mentioned Treatiſe 3- and now- ſhe remains at as 
great a diftance from themn+ and. their principles; as Maſter 
Baxter himſelf; nay . (if I underſtand his -principles) at a: 
far greater : being fixed in following after the Lord and his 
Teachings in and by-rhe Scriptures ; And I hope, and-am - 
| Pete - 
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